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Outcomes:

● To understand how the Prekindergarten Expansion Grant and the 
Maryland State Prekindergarten Program Grant applications are 
reviewed and scored for consideration for funding

● To review the criteria for each scoring guide section and how the points 
can be awarded

● To be aware of how applicants are notified whether they are awarded a 
grant
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Prescreening

• Written applications will be prescreened by an MSDE review committee 

for submission requirements and inclusion of all required sections.

• Applicants not meeting all prescreen requirements will not be reviewed 

and applicants will be notified.
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The Review Process

• A review committee established by MSDE will evaluate written 

applications and assign numerical scores using the scoring guide. 

• Each application is reviewed by more than one reviewer.

• Each criterion is assigned points according to the rating scale:

Exemplary

Meets Standard

Does not meet Standard
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The Review Process cont’d

• Prekindergarten Expansion Grant Applications:

○ must score 70 points or above to be considered for a grant 

award.

• Maryland State Prekindergarten Program Applications:

○ must score 63 points or above to be considered for a grant 

award.
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What is a Scoring Guide?

• A scoring guide is used to evaluate performance, a product, or a project.

• It has three parts: 

1) performance criteria; 
2) rating scale; and 
3) indicators.

The University of Texas at Austin – Faculty Innovation Center
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Scoring Guides
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Scoring Guide
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Scoring Guide

Requirements
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Scoring Guide

Staffing 

and 

Site Selection
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Scoring Guide

Maryland Accreditation and 

EXCELS 

( Prekindergarten Expansion Grant 

only)
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Scoring Guide

Goals and Objectives
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Scoring Guide

Proposed Plan



MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 19

Scoring Guide

Evaluation Plan



MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 20

Scoring Guide

Project Management 

and 

Key Personnel



MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 21

Scoring Guide

Implementation Plan
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Scoring Guide

Collaboration 

and 

Sustainability
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Scoring Guide

Budget 

and 

Budget Narrative
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Final Steps

• The review committee will meet and evaluate applications for funding 

based on the scores assigned in the Scoring Guide. 

• Applicants may be scheduled for an oral program presentation as 
determined by the review committee.

• Final approval for awards will be determined by the review committee.

❖ The Scoring Guide  can be found on the Maryland 

Prekindergarten Grant Programs webpage.

https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/maryland-prek-grant-programs
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Award Notification

• Notification of awards will be sent by email in the spring.

• Processing of the official Notice of Grant Awards (NOGA) will begin on July 1st; 

this process can take 6-8 weeks. 

• Once the official NOGA is received, an invoice template will be sent for billing.

• The application also contains a form with the option to request a 15% Advance 

payment that must be submitted along with the application.
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What if I need help?

❖ To attend, click on the date on the Prekindergarten grants page. 
❖ Previous sessions are recorded and posted.

https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/maryland-prek-grant-programs

Overview of Application

Feb 28, 2022 from 1-2pm

Mar 1, 2022 from 1-2 pm

Customer Support Sessions

Overview of the Scoring 

Guide

Mar 7, 2022 from 1-2pm

Mar 15, 2022 from 1-2pm

https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/maryland-prek-grant-programs
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What if I need help?

Date/Time

Mar 3, 2022 from 1-2pm

Mar 9, 2022 from 1-2pm 

Mar 16, 2022 from 1-2pm

Mar 29, 2022 from 1-2pm

Private Providers Customer Service Hours

❖ To attend, click on the date on the Prekindergarten grants page. 
❖ Previous sessions are recorded and posted.

https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/maryland-prek-grant-programs

https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/maryland-prek-grant-programs
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What if I need help?

❖ Previous sessions are recorded and posted.

https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/maryland-prek-grant-programs

Date/Time

Feb 28, 2022 from 11-12pm

Mar 4, 2022 from 11-12pm 

Local Education Agency (LEA) Customer Service 
Hours

https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/maryland-prek-grant-programs
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Questions?

If you have questions about the application or the process, please contact the 

Prekindergarten Program Manager:

Nykia Washington

Prekindergarten Program Manager

Division of Early Childhood 

Nykia.Washington@maryland.gov

410-767-0088

mailto:Nykia.Washington@maryland.gov

