Want to Learn More?
Visit us online at

www.marylandexcels.org
Download the free mobile app
at the Apple Store or Google Play.
Visit the Maryland State Department of Education’s
Division of Early Childhood Development website at

Maryland EXCELS is a Quality Rating
and Improvement System that:
•

Recognizes the accomplishments
of early childhood and school-age
programs;

•

Provides information to families on
choosing quality care and education;
and

•

Articulates to the public the level of
quality in early education and schoolage child care programs.

Maryland EXCELS awards ratings through
five progressive quality levels that define
a pathway to excellence. When a program
joins Maryland EXCELS, the program has
made a commitment to continuous quality
improvement. This rating system helps
Maryland achieve the following goals:
•

To recognize child care and early
education programs that provide highquality experiences for children;

•

To encourage programs to increase
the level of quality they provide and to
define a pathway to help them achieve
excellence;

•

To provide families with information
and choices about high-quality early
childhood and school-age care options.
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How do families choose
child care or other early
education programs?

Why is high-quality
child care and early
education so important?
Children who do well in school typically do well
in life. Children who are prepared when they start
school are more likely to do well throughout
their school careers. High-quality child care helps
children gain essential skills they need to be
successful learners such as:
•
•
•

Social, emotional and communication skills;
Pre-literacy and basic mathematical skills
and concepts; and
An awareness of their environment and the
roles of the people in it.

There are many variables that impact child care
choices for families. The cost, location and hours
of operation are basic considerations – but just
as important is the quality of care. High-quality
child care and early education ensures that:
•
•

•

Children are in a safe, healthy and
developmentally appropriate environment;
The staff is well-trained, promotes positive
interactions and is responsive to the needs
of all children; and
Learning opportunities are available for all
children based upon curriculum planning
that includes children’s interests and skills,
and with activities that will help prepare
them for Kindergarten and beyond.

While every family deserves these qualities in
an early education or child care program, it’s not
always easy to tell whether a program provides
them. Therefore child care and early education
programs – whether they are based in a center, a
home or a public school – need ways to describe
themselves to families, to paint a picture of the
quality services they provide.

•

Provides free marketing so that families
looking for child care can locate Maryland
EXCELS programs with a mobile app or
website;

•

Offers personalized technical supports to
achieve higher ratings and improve the
quality and market profile of programs; and

•

Helps you achieve your goal of providing
the highest-quality care possible to the
children you work with every day.

How does Maryland
EXCELS help families?
Maryland EXCELS helps families by:
•
•
•

Providing information on services that meet
the individual needs of your child;
Helping you find and choose a high-quality
child care program in your area; and
Improving the quality of child care and early
education throughout Maryland by offering
participating programs incentives and
supports that encourage and reward them for
their participation and for increasing their
quality level rating.  

How does Maryland
EXCELS help early
childhood and child care
programs?
Maryland EXCELS:
•
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Recognizes the quality work programs are
already offering;
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