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experiences and the positive 
outcomes that result will no 
longer be contingent on income, 
race, zip code, disability status, 
nor English language              
oqnehbhdmbx-ò 

 -Vision statement from        
L`qxk`mcõr OCF A-5 Application  

We are at a time of incredible 
support in Congress and in our 
State for early childhood         
education. Thanks to increases 
from Washington for the Child 
Care Development Fund,         
together with expanded child 
care subsidy income eligibility 

levels and increased provider 
reimbursement rates in          
Maryland, twenty percent more 
children are accessing child care 
scholarships than were this time 
last year. That means more  
families are able to work or go 
back to school, and more        
children are getting the great 
start they need for later success 
hm rbgnnk- Sgd Fnudqmnqõr atcfds 
this year includes additional   
increases for provider               
reimbursement and sustained 
funding for our mixed -delivery 
Prekindergarten Expansion 
Grants  this fall. And we are        
anxiously waiting to see what 
additional opportunities will 
come out of the                         
recommendations of the Kirwan 

Bnllhrrhnmõr svn xd`qr ne      
deliberations.  

Maryland has been nationally 
recognized for our  efforts to 
support young children. Last  
December, our state was ranked 
first in the nation, along with the 
District of Columbia, by the     
Bipartisan Policy Center  for   
creating a successful, integrated 
and efficient early care and             
education system. While a great 
achievement, the Center also 
recommends two 
areas where 
we could           
improve. 
The first is 
to include  
licensing as 
the entry 
level for   
Maryland       
EXCELS to promote higher    
program quality for all settings.  

Making a Great Birth through 
Five System Even Better 

03  DIVISION NEWS  

07  CHQDBSNQíR CTFNTS 

10 BRANCH NEWS 

13 RESOURCES 

15 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

23  PROVIDER PROFILES 

22 ASSOCIATIONS  

24  PAST EVENTS 

27 UPCOMING EVENTS  

Continued on page 2  

Table of Contents 

Incoming students continue 
to make strides in school       
readiness  
Page 03  

Discuss & inform new State 
programs and initiatives                
Page 04  

Help determine the child 
care scholarship rates         
Page 09  

14 Core of Knowledge   
courses at no -cost  
Page 19 

https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/prekindergarten-expansion-grant-school-year-2018-2019-now-available
https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/prekindergarten-expansion-grant-school-year-2018-2019-now-available
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/library/ece-administration-state-by-state/
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second is to ensure our State Early Childhood 
Advisory Council (ECAC) fulfills its required        
activities, including conducting a statewide 
needs assessment on the quality and availability 
of early childhood care and education programs. 
Fortunately, our state has been awarded a $10.6 
million Preschool Development Grant - Birth 
through Five (PDG B -5) initial grant to address 
this second recommendation.  
 
As stated in our winning PDG B -5 application, 
L`qxk`mcõr uhrhnm hr ñ` vdkk-coordinated and       
integrated system of programs, supports, and 
services where every child in the state has the 
opportunity to access a high -quality early            
childhood experience, arriving at school with a 
healthy body, healthy mind, and the foundational 
knowledge and skills needed to succeed; and 
that every family has      
access to the resources 
needed to be effective as 
sgdhq bghkcõr ehqrs `mc lnrs 
important teacher and          
`cunb`sd- @ bghkcõr `bbdrr 
to quality early childhood 
experiences and the             
positive outcomes that           
result will no longer be 
contingent on income, 
race, zip code, disability 
status, nor English                  
k`mft`fd oqnehbhdmbx-ò 
 
The grant will produce  
system improvements that move Maryland  
closer to its vision. While supporting all children 
in the state, the grant will have a specific focus 
on promoting  equity for children who are       
vulnerable or underserved, including dual       
language learners and children from low -income 
families. We will also work to increase access to 
high -quality inclusive settings for children with 
disabilities or developmental delays.  
 
Over the next few months, working with the Mid -
Atlantic Equity Consortium, we will review the 
multiple needs assessments conducted in               
Maryland over the years across various               
programs and organizations, hold focus groups 
with diverse stakeholders, and co -sponsor 9           
Regional Town Halls across the state with our        
sister state agencies and Ready at Five. These 
gatherings are a way for parents, early                  

childhood educators, child care and school            
administrators, policy makers, advocates, and 
other stakeholders to come together to discuss 
the future of early learning in Maryland. You can 
register for either a morning or evening session 
here . Out of the needs assessment, a                        
comprehensive strategic plan will be co -
constructed with the State Early Childhood             
Advisory Council (ECAC) to coordinate, align, 
and improve the quality of early childhood             
programs, resources, and services for young  
children and their families.  
 
One of the ways in which we plan to accomplish 
this is through supporting all 24 local ECACs with 
quality improvement grants. Each local ECAC will 
respond to the findings and recommendations of 
the needs assessment and strategic plan with              
activities that are tailored for their areas. Grant 

funds will be provided to 
meet professional             
development needs that 
may be revealed, 
strengthen community 
engagement activities to 
increase  provider       
quality, or support quality                 
improvement in other  
areas including                  
transitions, establishing 
communities of practice, 
and initiatives that are 
most needed in the   
community. We are also 
partnering with the Annie 

E. Casey Foundation to implement Results Count 
to help local leadership achieve and sustain     
positive, measurable outcomes for children and 
families.  
 
Some of the specific activities include                     
lncdqmhyhmf L`qxk`mcõr d`qkx bghkcgnnc c`s` 
system, allowing for the development of an early 
childhood provider portal to allow for unique 
identifiers of children prior to entering school.   
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Vd vhkk `krn gnrs ` rdqhdr ne ñfqddmgntrdò      
collaboration and idea -generating sessions to 
ensure that our data systems are responsive to 
sgd rs`sdõr chudqrd `fdmbhdr+  o`qdmsr+ `mc nsgdq 
stakeholders. Funding from the PDG B -5 grant 
will support the development of a                     
comprehensive infrastructure to support and 
sustain the implementation of the Children 
Study their World curriculum in 200 additional              
classrooms across the State. This best practice 
approach includes professional development 
and coaching for teachers in center -based and 
family child care programs and schools, and a 
free app for parents and caregivers that           
supports home -program connections and family 
engagement.  
 
The PDG B-5 grant will also fund capacity -
building services that will support more early       
childhood programs in communities that serve a 
high number of               
vulnerable              
children to                  
obtain a          
published             
Maryland                 
EXCELS rating 
and help                
currently rated 
programs in 
those                    
communities 
move up one or 
more quality             
levels.  To        
support Dual Language Learners, the state will 
work with WIDA (formerly World -Class              
Instructional Design and Assessment). MSDE is 
already a member -state of the K -12 WIDA            
consortium. By implementing the WIDA Early 
Years program, the state will be able to align the 
B-5 and K -12 systems, better supporting             
transitions and expanding access to a                 
comprehensive, research -based system of            
language standards, assessments, professional 
learning, and educator assistance focused          
specifically on language development at home 
and in early childhood settings.  
 
The state will partner with Maryland Public            
Television to produce targeted, well -crafted          

media messages that increase parental                
awareness of the importance of licensed child 
care programs in providing safe environments 
and building a strong foundation for learning. 
Grants will also be made to libraries to support  
children without access to early childhood          
programs. For more information about          
L`qxk`mcõr ok`m `mc `bshuhshdr+ okd`rd uhrhs           
earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/PDG .  
 
Maryland has made a lot of progress over the 
years.  The number of children demonstrating 
readiness, as measured by the Kindergarten 
Readiness Assessment  hr sgd ghfgdrs hsõr addm+ 
with many jurisdictions far exceeding the state 
average. The investments in early childhood           
education we make today will pay off                          
exponentially in the future.  But we need your 
help in charting our course over the next five 
years. Come join us between March and May at 

one of our 9       
Regional Town 
Halls!  We need 
your partnership 
as we build an 
even better early         
childhood system 
in Maryland.   
See you there!  
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