it Maryland

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Child Care
Information Session

Division of Early Childhood

January 23, 2025
PRESENTED BY

Dr. Shayna Cook, Assistant State Superintendent




Presentation Outline

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Division of Early Childhood Updates

Questions

N .

Closing Remarks

Child Care Information Session 1.23.2025



Welcome and Opening
Remarks

Division of Early Childhood
Updates

3. Questions

. Closing Remarks

Welcome

Dr. Shayna Cook, Assistant State Superintendent




Welcome and Opening Remarks x5 Maryland

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Welcome to the January Information Session

* Please place your name and organization in the chat.
* Your microphones will be muted throughout today’s session.

» Please use the chat box on the bottom menu bar of your screen to submit any questions that
you may have during the session.

* Feel free to enter your question during any presentation. We will answer the questions
during the Q-and-A portion of today’s session.
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The Moore-Miller Administration's Proposed Historic
Investment in the Child Care Scholarship Program

$500 million total proposed budget investment from the Moore-Miller Administration

« The FY26 funding is a:
* 392% increase over FY23 funding levels, and

* 3306% increase over FY22 funding levels.
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Child Care Scholarship Income Eligibility Changes

Effective December 15, 2024, the income eligibility
requirements for the Child Care Scholarship program have
been increased to allow more families to qualify for

Initial Income Continuation H
Family Size Scale * Maximum Income Scale** a SS I Sta n Ce
Income Maximum Income

Newapmlcatons o N8/ « Family of two = $76,117 (previously $61,222)

$76, $86, . .
i o e « Family of four = $111,936 (previously $90,033)
3 $94,026 $106,563
4 $111,936 $126,861 . . . . oy
) o i Please share this updated information with any families you
. A . serve who may benefit from these increased income
7 $151,114 $171,262 t h reS h O | d S.
8 $154,472 $175,068 5 A . . . A .
, P —— The updated eligibility information is available on our
10 $161188 182,680 website, money4childcare.com.
11 $164,546 $186,486
12 $167,904 $190,292

*All eligibility/income documentation must be received and verified to make a
determination for benefits. The application process may take up to 30 days.
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Child Care Scholarship Advance Payment Guide

The Child Care Scholarship Payment Guide provides a clear
CHILD CARE Mﬁwd overview of the advance payment schedule, including key

SCHOLARSHIP details such as:

PAYMENT GUIDE
* the Advance Payment Month,

I SRR 5 |[armis0 0 * Sna pShOt dates,

| remmuanvaons || AR ] RS o[ wavanzoas

[ e[ |mas [ m |[rovesos] « Payment Dates,

I e e | )

T P [ S | = e « Number of Payable Days, and

T _—

s foemes][ 5 ][ = o] * True-Up Reconciliation Dates.

[ oo o || eSS L = | , : .
T = It outlines how advance payments are processed, including
i R payment timing, calculation, and adjustments through True-
I |l | P I Up reconciliation.

B S R

v PGS ] = s The guide is available on our website, money4childcare.com.

money4childcare.com
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Child Care Scholarship Program Open Office Hours

The Child Care Scholarship Program hosts monthly Open

CHILD CARE Bt Office Hours. The schedule is set for 2025.

SCHOLARSHIP Maryland
OPEN OFFICE HOURS

Join Us for Open Office Hours with the Child Care Scholarship Team!

CCS Central 2 and the Scholarship Team members will be on
hand to help:

Are you a provider with questions about payments or invoices? Or a family needing
assistance with your scholarship or application? During Open Office Hours you can speak [}
member of the Child

Families who have questions about scholarships or open
applications.

directly with a Child Care Scholarship Central 2 representative or a
Care Scholarship Branch

All sessions will be held from 12:00 to 1:00 PM.

SEPTEMBER 24, 2024

MAY 20, 2025

OCTOBER 8, 2024

JUNE 10, 2025

NOVEMBER 19, 2024

JULY 15,2025

DECEMBER 17, 2024

AUGUST 19, 2025

JANUARY 14, 2025

SEPTEMBER 16, 2025

FEBURARY 18, 2025

OCTOBER 21, 2025

MARCH 18, 2025

NOVEMBER 18, 2025

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

APRIL 15, 2025

DECEMBER 16, 2025

For access information to a sessi

ion visit,

money4childcare.com

Child Care Information Session

* Providers who have questions about invoices.

Registration links and dates are available on our website,
money4childcare.com.

Next Open Office Hours: February 18, 2025
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Early Care and Education Career Ladder Workgroup

MSDE is forming a Workgroup to develop a career ladder for early care and education providers,
aiming to strengthen career pathways and professional learning opportunities.

This Workgroup will collaborate closely with the Division of Early Childhood leadership to:
» Create a shared vision for the Early Care and Education Career Ladder.

« Design multiple pathways that align with Pre-K staff qualifications, licensing staff
qualifications, and child care credentialing.

* Incorporate credit for prior learning, skills, and experience.

« Outline actionable steps for both short-term and long-term implementation.
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Prekindergarten Expansion Grants for 2025-2026 School Year

« Application Release: February 2026
« Application Submission: Online Only

« Translations:
* Spanish
* French
* Chinese
+ Korean
*« Amharic

« All applications must be submitted in English.
« Funding per slot for SY25-26: $14,473

« Learn more at pushtoprek.com
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Push to Pre-K
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If you are interested in learning more about State
Prekindergarten Grants?

Watch a Push to Pre-K information session!

The recordings introduce you to the State Pre-K Grant
Program, provide a brief overview of the application process,
and answer your most frequently asked questions.

Recordings are available for:

« Family Child Care

 Child Care Centers

+ Head Start Program

* Spanish speaking providers
 Faith-based Programs

1.23.2025
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Contact Information

Branch/Office Contact Information

Child Care Information Session

Division of Early
Childhood

Office of Early Learning
and Instruction

Office of Family
Support Services and
Head Start
Collaboration

Office of Child Care

Licensing Branch

Child Care Scholarship
Program

Maryland EXCELS
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earlychildhood.msde@maryland.gov

early.learningbranchesmsde@maryland.gov

decfss.msde@maryland.gov

earlychildhood.msde@maryland.gov

licensingocc.msde@maryland.gov

money4childcare.com

1-877-227-0125

info@marylandexcels.org or marylandexcels.org
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