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Recommendations for Maryland’s Family 
Engagement Initiative 

▪ Develop a statewide family engagement communication system with MSDE as 
the hub;

▪ Conduct additional research that is specific to the demand and use of technology 
among early childhood stakeholders in Maryland;

▪ Disseminate information and provide technical assistance on technological 
innovations to support stronger connections between providers and parents;

▪ Review, strengthen, and highlight state-level polices and guidance;

▪ Create tools to lead a national learning community on state early childhood 
family engagement initiatives
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Recommendation 1

Develop a statewide family engagement communication system 
with MSDE as the hub.

https://marylandfamiliesengage.org/


8

Recommendation 2

Conduct additional 
research that is 
specific to the 
demand and use of 
technology among 
early childhood 
stakeholders in 
Maryland.
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Recommendation 3

Disseminate information and provide technical assistance on 
technological innovations to support stronger connections 
between providers and parents.
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Activities

https://marylandfamiliesengage.org/family-engagement-toolkit/
https://marylandfamiliesengage.org/maryland-family-engagement-summit/
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Recommendation 4
Review, strengthen, and highlight state-level polices and guidance.

Guide to Equity and 
Excellence in Maryland

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DAPI/ESSA/index.aspx
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/EEE/index.aspx
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/equity
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Recommendation 5

Create tools to lead a national learning community on state early 
childhood family engagement initiatives.

National Family 
Engagement 
Consortium
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Pre-K – 12 Family Engagement Framework

❑ Welcoming All Families

❑ Encouraging Partnerships Among Schools, 

Families, and Communities

❑ Supporting Student Learning and Student Success

❑ Building Capacity Among School Stakeholders

❑ Promoting Effective School-Family Communication
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Revising Maryland’s Family Engagement 

Framework

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/pfce-framework_for_ec_systems_final_508.pdf
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Funding the Family 
Engagement Initiative
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Contact Information

Cyndi La Marca Lessner

Collaboration and Program Improvement Branch Chief

cynthia.lessner@maryland.gov

410-767-0337

Barb Scherr

Education Specialist

barbara.scherr@Maryland.gov

410 -767 - 0291
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