
Basic Health and Safety Training Topic 12: DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING 

Slide 2 - Developmental screening takes a snapshot of a child’s development. This snapshot allows 

parents and child care professionals to monitor how the child is growing. The screening can be used to 

celebrate achievements as well as identify areas of concern. If a developmental screening indicates that 

a child is not meeting expected milestones, the child care professional may refer the child to a trained 

professional for further evaluation. 

Screening is not meant to establish a diagnosis for the child, but rather to help determine whether more 

in-depth assessment is the next step. In most cases, screening rules out the likelihood that further 

assessment is needed. 

Many children with developmental delays are not being identified as early as possible. As a result, these 

children must wait to get the help they need to do well in social and educational settings. 

In the United States, about 13% of children 3 to 17 years of age have a developmental or behavioral 

disability. In addition, many children have delays in language or other areas that can affect school 

readiness. However, many children with developmental disabilities are not identified before age 10, by 

which time significant delays already may have occurred and opportunities for treatment have been 

delayed.  

Research shows that early intervention treatment services can greatly improve a child’s development. 

Early intervention services help children learn important skills. Services include therapy to help children 

talk, walk, and interact with others. 

 

In addition, treatment for particular symptoms, such as speech therapy for language delays, often does 

not require a formal diagnosis. Although early intervention is extremely important, intervention at any 

age can be helpful. 

Slide 3 - Let’s watch the video to learn more about developmental screening. 

Slide 4 - Appropriate communication with parents is an essential component of the developmental 

screening process.  Some suggestions for talking to parents include: 

 Choosing a time and place where you can talk to the parent alone or in a place where other 
children or parents can’t hear your conversation 

 Making sure that both you and the parents have enough time to talk 

 Be prepared for strong emotions. 

 Be caring, supportive and respectful. 

 Begin by saying something positive about the child.  You may point out a positive child to child 
or child to staff interaction or a task that the child does well. 

 Ask if the parents have concerns or questions about how the child seems to be developing. 

 Share your own observations and concerns. 

 Choose your words carefully. 

 Avoid using labels, technical terms or acronyms. 

 Be ready to offer information and resources 



 Do not Diagnose children 

 Continue your support throughout the process 

 Trust yourself.  Sharing your concerns respectfully with parents shows that you really care about 

their child. 

The image on your screen shows the Developmental Screening Referral Process.   

The link on your screen will provide additional information about: 

 Frequently asked questions 

 Referral Forms 

 Information on recommended screening tools 

 Information on training and additional resources 
 

It is recommended that staff complete the Developmental Screening Overview Training, Specific training 

on currently recognized screening tools and additional training in observing children.   

 

 

 


