Early Childhood Initiatives: Prekindergarten Program

QUESTIONS FREQUENTLY ASKED BY LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS – PRE-KINDERGARTEN


1. Are Title 1 and State Compensatory Education funded prekindergarten programs regulated by COMAR?
Yes. All public school prekindergarten programs regardless of funding source, fall under the prekindergarten requirements identified in COMAR 13A.06.02.

2. Can kindergarten eligible children be enrolled in prekindergarten?
No. According to COMAR 13A.06.02, the Prekindergarten Program is for 4 year-old children who are potentially at-risk of failing in school However, under rare circumstances, the local school system superintendent may grant a waiver: 

· The child’s development is severely delayed and no other high intensity 
early childhood services are available.

· Representatives of the local school system have concurred that placement 
in the prekindergarten program is more beneficial than placement in the 
kindergarten program. This provision is not designed to place young 
kindergarten children in prekindergarten..

3. What level of effort is required regarding prekindergarten?
The Bridge to Excellence in Public Schools Act mandated that beginning in 2007-2008 local school systems must provide prekindergarten services to all eligible 4 year-olds. In accordance with COMAR 13A.06.03 A.-B., each local school system is required to enroll 4-year-old children from families with economically disadvantaged backgrounds or who are homeless whose parents seek to enroll them. For any remaining vacancies, a local school system may enroll 4-year-old children who are not economically disadvantaged backgrounds but who represent a student population that exhibits a lack of readiness in the foundational skills, knowledge, and behaviors found in the Maryland College and Career-Readiness Standards for Prekindergarten.

4. What funding sources may be used to operate the prekindergarten program?
Local school systems may combine federal, local, and other state resources to operate prekindergarten programs.

5. May local school systems sub-contract prekindergarten services to nonpublic vendors?
Yes. Local school systems may use prekindergarten funds to establish agreements with qualified vendors and Head Start to provide prekindergarten program services that meet the local school system responsibilities in accordance with COMAR 13A.06.02.05. A qualified vendor is a state or nationally accredited child care center or nonpublic school approved by the Maryland State Department of Education to provide prekindergarten program services. MSDE requires Community Based Public Prekindergarten programs to be nationally or state-accredited vendors of nonpublic schools or centers that are approved and licensed by MSDE’s Division of Early Childhood Development/Office of Child Care.

6. May local school systems establish all-day prekindergarten programs?
Yes. Local school system superintendents may choose to establish all-day prekindergarten program in their jurisdictions.

7. May local school systems receive prekindergarten expansion grant funds?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes. Local school systems may apply for the prekindergarten expansion grant to expand access to public prekindergarten for three-year-olds and four-year-olds with priority given to (a) students from families with household incomes up to 300 percent of Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG) and (b) students with special education needs, regardless of income.  Programs funded through the grant must be full-day (6.5) hours, have no more than 20 students per class, and be staffed by a state-certified early childhood teacher and a qualified full-time assistant.  Local school systems participating in the grant must meet the definition of high quality prekindergarten, be state or nationally accredited, and published at Level 4 or higher in Maryland EXCELS.  Local school systems funded under the prekindergarten expansion grant require an approved grant application that meets the respective grant criteria.

8. How is funding supplied for prekindergarten programs?
The Bridge to Excellence in Public Schools Act significantly increased state funding to local school systems, which use their General Funds to provide prekindergarten for all eligible 4 year-old children whose parents seek to enroll them. There is no dedicated budget line item for prekindergarten beginning with FY08. 

The Prekindergarten Expansion Act provides $4.3 million to fund State PreK Expansion to students meeting the income eligibility criteria of 300% or below FPL in a half or full-day setting.

The Federal Preschool Development Grant provided $15 million annually for 4-years to fund federally-funded PreK Expansion to students meeting the income eligibility criteria of 200% or below FPL in full-day settings.

The State Prekindergarten Expansion Grant replaced the 4-year federal grant and was made possible by HB 1415 – Commission on Innovation and Excellence in Education which was passed by the Maryland Legislature and signed into law by the Governor in 2018. This Bill provides State funds beginning in FY 2020 for the prekindergarten expansion grant at the FY 2019 funding level when the Federal prekindergarten grant expired.       

Senate Bill 1030/ House Bill 1413 The Blueprint for Maryland’s Future became law in May, 2019.  The new law, effective July 1, 2019, requires the State to provide a Supplemental Prekindergarten Grant to a county board that makes a full–day public prekindergarten program available for eligible children. Eligible children are children who are 4-years old on September 1 of the school year in which the parent or legal guardian enrolls the child in a public prekindergarten program. The supplemental prekindergarten grant equals the percentage of the State share of the per pupil foundation amount multiplied by the number of full–time equivalent eligible children enrolled in a public full–day prekindergarten program on September 30 of the previous school year.
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