
 

 

 

State Early Childhood Advisory Council Virtual Meeting 
Wednesday August 5, 2020 

10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 
GoToMeeting Registration Link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7871922020464259086 

Time Task 

10:00 - 10:15 Welcome / Introductions and Announcements 
 Cyndi La Marca Lessner, Branch Chief, Collaboration and Program Improvement Branch, Division of Early 

Childhood, Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) 
 

 Dr. Carol A Williamson, Deputy Superintendent, Office of Teaching and Learning, MSDE 
 

10:15 – 10:45 
 
 

 

Old Business/Presentations 
 Division of Early Childhood: An Update - Steven Hicks, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Early 

Childhood, MSDE and Jennifer Nizer, Director of the Office of Child Care, Division of Early Childhood, MSDE 

 

 Early Childhood Systems Recovery Guide Update – Steven Hicks, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of 

Early Childhood, MSDE, Cyndi La Marca Lessner, Branch Chief, Collaboration and Program Improvement 

Branch, Division of Early Childhood, MSDE 

10:45 – 11:45 
10:45-11:05 

 
 

11:05-11:25 
 
 
 

11:25-11:45 

 

Presentations 
 New National Afterschool Association, Maryland Out of School Time (MOST) Network update – Ellie Mitchell, 

Director, MOST 
 

 Pritzker update and introduction of new staff person, Dr. Felicia Jones – Laura Weeldreyer, Executive 

Director, Maryland Family Network 

 

 Baltimore City Local Early Childhood Advisory Council, Data to Inform Decision Making, Landscape Analyses 

Part II - Margo Candelaria, Ph.D., Research Assistant Professor, Co-Director, Parent, Infant, Early Childhood 

(PIEC) Program, The Institute for Innovation and Implementation at the University of Maryland School of 

Social Work; Crystal Francis, Director of Early Learning Programs, Baltimore City Public Schools; Martha 

Holleman, MPP, Principal, Strategic Thinking for Social Change; Yolanda Jenkins, Program Director, Family 

League; Lieny Jeon, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Well-being for Early Learning Lab (WELLab), Associate 

Editor, Early Education and Development, Johns Hopkins University School of Education; and Imani-Angela 

Rose, RN,BSN,BS, Director/Delegating Nurse, BOD Baltimore City Child Care Coalition 

11:45-12:00 General Announcements and Next Steps 
 State Early Childhood Advisory Council Announcements – Wendy Dantzler, Early Childhood Coordinator, 

Division of Early Childhood, MSDE 

12:00 Adjournment of Council 
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