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    KRA Quick Facts 

 Over 67,000 kindergarten students and just under 4,000 teachers 
participated in the first statewide administration of the KRA; this 
includes special education and English Language Learners (ELL) 

 The assessment administration window closed on November 8; 
additional demographic data could be entered into the online KRA 
system through December 10 

 School Readiness Benchmarks will be established following data 
review, verification, analysis, and standard setting 

 The majority of teachers felt that the universally designed supports 
available for all children provided access to the assessment for 
students with disabilities 

 Some refinements will need to be made to increase access to the 
KRA by students with visual and auditory impairments 
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Professional Development and Implementation  

Effective Practices  

Make access to online resources 

available to all teachers 

Consider the timing of trainings 

Build capacity within 

districts/schools 

Integrate technology training and offer 

additional technology support to trainers 

 

Provide ongoing 

coaching/support for teachers 

VPA items were successful when technology in 

the school was reliable 

 

Time needed for teachers to plan 

with the TAM (ideally during 

training) 

Tech support system and help desk 
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Ready for Kindergarten: KRA - What’s New for 2015 

 Assessment updates 

• Shorter length 

• More app items 

• Revisions to Guidelines document 

• TAM available 

  
Technology upgrades 

• Improved data manager functionality 

• Playground environment for EC Supervisors 

• System available beginning of August 

• New accounts 

• Training manager wizard 

• Enhanced spreadsheet functionality for teachers 

• Additional reports 

  
Professional development revisions: 

• New KRA ToT 

• Revised teacher training modules 

• Access to online content by all teachers 
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Professional Learning for Local Program Staff 

Details Benefits 

Format: (Flexible) 

• Face to Face (2 day) 

• Online (range) 

• Blended (1 day FTF or ½ 

day FTF plus online) 

Technology Update: (at the 

start of the administration 

window) * 

• One hour online 

Ongoing Support: 

• Online resources 

• Trainer communication 

• Email and ELC support 

• Flexible training formats meet the varied 

needs of districts/schools/teachers 

• All teachers have access to all of the 

content all of the time 

• Teachers receive ongoing coaching and 

support with just-in-time resources 

• PD content and professional communities 

are fully integrated within the assessment 

system 

• All teachers engage in core training 

components with some customization by 

KRA trainers 

• Community Exchange sites allow for 

knowledge creation, knowledge sharing, 

and collaboration among teachers at the 

local level 

Johns Hopkins University School of Education, Center for Technology in Education 



Teacher Training 

Details Benefits 
Format: (Flexible) 

• Face to Face (2 day) 

• Online (range) 

• Blended (1 day FTF or ½ 

day FTF plus online) 

Ongoing Support: 

• Online resources 

• Trainer communication 

• Email and ELC support 

• Flexible training formats meet the varied 

needs of districts/schools/teachers 

• All teachers have access to all of the 

content all of the time 

• Teachers receive ongoing coaching and 

support  

• PD content and professional communities 

are fully integrated within the assessment 

system 

• All teachers engage in core training 

components with some customization by 

KRA trainers 

• Community Exchange sites allow for 

knowledge creation, knowledge sharing, 

and collaboration among teachers at the 

local level 



     Organization of Professional Learning Content 

Module 1 Topics: 

Session 1: Introducing the KRA 

Session 2: Preparing for the KRA 

Session 3: Universally Designed Allowances 

Session 4: Supporting Individual Children 

Session 5: Practicing the KRA 

  

Module 2 Topics: 

Session 1: Exploring the KRA Domains 

Session 2: Supporting the KRA Domains in Kindergarten Classrooms 
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Ready for Kindergarten Domains of School Readiness  

Social Foundations 

Language and Literacy 

Mathematics 

Social Studies 

Science 

Physical Well-Being and Motor 

Development 

Fine Arts 
(Only included in the ELA) 
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Verification of Content Knowledge and Scoring 

Fidelity 

 Content Assessment 

 Simulation Exercise 
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     Evaluation Strategy 

• Content Assessment – all trainers and teachers 

• Simulation Exercise – all trainers and teachers 

• ToT training survey – all trainers 

• Teacher training survey – all teachers 

• Trainer survey – all trainers after each training 
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Ready for Kindergarten: Early Learning Assessment 

Development 

 Project Timeline 

February 2015 

Expanded 

Learning 

Progressions and 

Tasks Integrated 

in ELA 

Pilot Study ELA and 

Expanded 

Learning 

Progressions and 

Tasks 

Development 

- ELA and 

Expanded 

Learning 

Progressions and 

Tasks Revisions 

- Guidelines for 

CWD/ELL 

- TAC Review 

March/April 2015 

 

April/May 2015 June 2015 
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Early Learning Assessment   

• Development of Early Learning Assessment 

• Collaborative Planning for ELA Rollout 

• COS for Preschool 

• Development of expanded birth to three learning progressions in alignment 

with the existing 32 learning progressions, with assessment tasks and 

scoring rubrics 

• Utilization of pilot study data to finalize the ELA and B-3 learning 

progressions 
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  Ready for Kindergarten: Early Learning Assessment 

• Assessment embedded in instruction 

• Predicable data-driven decision making model 

• Focus on the natural environment  

• Universal design for learning  

• Consistency in rating  
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Learning Progressions (9 levels, Birth – 72 months) in 7 Domains of Development:  
Social Foundations, Language and Literacy, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Physical Well-being and Motor 

Development, and Fine Arts. 

 

 

 

Ready for Kindergarten: Early Learning Assessment Overview 

Gather: 
Observe, interact, 

discuss with parents, 

etc. 

 

Record behaviors, 

interactions, collect 

artifacts 

Summarize: 
Numerically, 

narratively, and/or 

visually 

Analyze: 
Patterns and trends 

Interpret: 
Arrive at a rating 

(1-9) on the 

Learning 

Progression 

Document: 
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Online Content: Administration/Post-administration  

• Defining & Using DAP/DEC Standards  

   to support effective inclusive practices 

• ELA Domains 

• Formative Assessment 

• Observations 

• Gathering Input from Multiple Sources 

• Early Learning Assessment  

• Using the ELA data 

• Working with families  

 

Same foundational content will be part of  

all professional learning regardless of  

professional role or organizational  

affiliation. 

Early Learning Assessment: Online Modules 
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Professional Learning: Timeline Update 

 Projected roll-out of COS training: 

 Training of Trainers (TOT) – March 2015 

 Projected roll-out of ELA training: 

 Training of Trainers (TOT) – late Spring 2015 through Fall 

2015 
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Thank You 
For additional questions or information please contact: 

 
Linda Z. Carling 

Program Director for Teaching and Learning Online 

Center for Technology in Education 

Phone:  (410) 516-9842 

Email:  carling@jhu.edu 

 

Or 

 

Angela Vann  

Implementation Specialist for Professional Development/Teaching and Learning Online 

Center for Technology in Education 

Phone: (410) 516-9872 

Email: avann@jhu.edu  
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